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FARM  WOODLAND  MANAGEMENT 


IN  ILLINOIS 


This  leaflet  has  been  prepared  by  the  Division  of 
Forestry  to  acquaint  Illinois  citizens  with  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  profit  to  the  individual  and  to  the  public 
at  large,  inherent  in  woodland  management. 
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WHY  MANAGE  FARM  WOODLANDS? 


1.  Because  timber  usually  grows  on  land  suited 
only  for  tree  production.  Since  farming  and  pas¬ 
turing  are  not  feasible,  why  not  grow  the  best 
tree-crop  possible?  Other  farm  lands  are  main¬ 
tained  for  permanent  production.  Timber,  too,  is 
a  crop  and  should  be  treated  the  same  way. 

2.  Because  forest  management  is  a  paying 
business.  The  periodic  returns  are  good  when 
proper  cutting  and  care  are  practiced.  A  wood¬ 
land  acre  growing  180  board  feet  per  acre  per 
year  produces  the  same  yearly  returns  as  $60 
invested  at  a  3%  interest  rate. 

3.  Because  a  regular  timber  harvest  can  mean 
added  income  to  you,  either  as  a  cash  return  or 
as  home-use  lumber. 

4.  Because  raising  a  timber  crop  costs  very 
little  in  comparison  to  raising  of  other  farm 
crops.  No  expensive  machinery,  long  hours, 
weather  worries,  arduous  labor,  or  the  like.  Trees 
just  keep  on  growing  and  making  money  for  you. 

5.  Because  the  forest  cover  stops  destructive 
soil  erosion  on  hills  and  siltation  to  bottomland 
crops.  Clear  cool  streams,  an  abundance  of 
aquatic  life,  and  a  high  water  level  are  the 
result. 

6.  Because  a  good  woodland  is  an  excellent 
insurance  policy.  It  is  available  for  all  emergen¬ 
cies,  both  financial  and  lumber. 

7.  Because  a  good  forest  furnishes  paying  em¬ 
ployment  for  men  during  winter  months.  No  spe¬ 
cial  equipment  is  required.  The  returns  on  woods 
labor  provide  excellent  wages. 

8.  Because  the  home-use  market  enables  farm¬ 
ers  to  utilize  their  timber  better  by  avoiding 
waste.  Crooked,  diseased,  and  sub-marginal 
trees  are  used,  stumps  are  cut  lower,  and  many 
tree-tops  are  made  into  fuelwood. 

9.  Because  higher  prices  result  from  the  better 
quality  trees.  These  higher  grades  of  wood  prod¬ 
ucts  go  into  the  more-specialized  and  higher¬ 
paying  markets. 

10.  Because  a  multiple  land-use  program  results. 
Recreational  values,  more  wildlife,  and  aesthetic 
assets  are  all  by-products  of  good  woodland 
management. 


MAKE  YOUR  WOODLAND  PERMANENTLY 

PROFITABLE 


I— INVENTORY  YOUR  WOODLAND! 


The  forestry  business,  like  others,  must  first  take 
inventory  of  its  belongings  before  plans  can  be 
made.  This  means  determining  the  forest  acreage, 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  trees  present,  the 
amount  to  harvest,  and  the  growth  rate  and  future 
of  the  woodland. 


Contact  your  District  Forester  and  he  will  offer 
these  and  other  services  to  you  without  charge. 
Working  with  you  he  will  determine  the  facts  and 
also  point  out  what  else  your  timber  needs.  Then 
you  both  look  at  the  record  and  develop  a  forest 
management  plan  which  becomes  part  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  farm  plan. 


II— BUILD-UP  YOUR  WOODLAND! 

1 


Common  sense  is  the  basic  tool  for  managing 
the  farm  woodland.  This  means  considering  and 
handling  timber  as  another  farm  crop.  Cut  the 
mature,  diseased,  and  dying  trees  first;  allow 
young,  unripe  trees  to  mature  before  harvesting. 
Protect  the  forest  from  fire,  grazing,  diseases,  and 
insects.  Let  the  home-use  market  consume  the  less- 
desirable  and  lower-quality  trees. 


Idle  lands  and  understocked  woodlands  may  be 
built  up  by  a  tree-planting  program.  Numerous 
conifers  and  hardwoods  are  available  for  just  such 
purposes  from  the  State  tree  nurseries.  The  cost  is 
reasonable.  Resulting  products  may  be  Christmas 
trees,  fence  posts,  telephone  poles,  sawlogs,  recrea¬ 
tion,  and  better  hunting  and  fishing. 


Make  it  either  a  woodland  or  a  pasture  .  .  . 
never  both!  The  above  cattle  are  getting  little  food- 
value  from  the  sparse  and  scattered  woodland 
grasses.  Grazing  also  eliminates  younger  trees, 
compacts  the  soil,  encourages  erosion,  and  creates 
low-quality  timber.  Fence  the  timber  in  or  the 
cattle  out ! 


Nine  out  of  10  fires  result  from  human  careless¬ 
ness.  It's  your  money  that  goes  up  in  smoke  when¬ 
ever  woods  fires  occur.  Young  trees  are  killed,  older 
trees  scarred  and  injured,  and  soil  erosion  encour¬ 
aged.  You  don't  burn  your  corn  or  wheat  crops; 
why  set  fire  to  your  timber  crop? 


IV— HARVEST  YOUR  WOODLAND! 


Being  a  crop,  timber  should  be  sold  by  its 
measure  when  ripe.  The  District  Forester  will  gladly 
help  you  here.  Mature  trees  will  be  selected  and 
blazed  for  cutting  and  their  board-foot  volumes 
tallied.  Thus  you  know  exactly  what  you  have  for 
sale  while  your  woodland  is  left  to  provide  even 
bigger  and  better  harvests. 


Good  woodland  management  means  correct 
markets.  Let  the  District  Forester  suggest  the  proper 
outlet  for  the  many  products  of  the  forest.  It  will 
mean  better  prices  for  you.  The  logs  pictured  above 
will  be  cut  into  veneer  to  be  used  in  making  fruit 
baskets  in  southern  Illinois. 


V— USE  YOUR  WOODLAND! 


Native  Illinois  hardwoods  can  be  used  for  many 
purposes.  The  above  27,000  board-foot  barn,  be¬ 
longing  to  a  Pope  County  farmer,  was  made  en¬ 
tirely  from  trees  cut  from  his  100-acre  woodland. 
Doing  your  own  cutting  and  hauling  can  mean  good 
lumber  for  you  at  sawing-cost  only.  This  may  save 
you  as  much  as  $40-$50  per  thousand  board  feet. 
Build  up  your  supply  of  boards,  have  them  season¬ 
ing,  and  use  when  needed. 


During  the  slack  winter  months,  secure  good 
wages  by  doing  your  own  woods  work.  Special 
equipment  is  not  needed.  The  increased  prices  for 
logs  at  roadside  or  on  mill  deck  are  well  worth 
your  time  and  effort.  Ordinary  fence  posts  can  also 
be  made  more  durable  now  with  the  new  Penta 
treatment. 


LOCATION  OF 
DISTRICT  FORESTERS 


To  obtain  woodland  management  assistance  or 
other  forestry  information,  contact  your  State  For¬ 
ester  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  or  your  nearest  Dis¬ 
trict  Forester. 
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